
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 

And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 

And you will renew the face of the earth.  
Lord,  

by the light of the Holy Spirit  

you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 
In the same Spirit  

help us to relish what is right  

and always rejoice in your consolation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

First Reading 

Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 

The Holy Spirit descends upon the apostles gathered in 

Jerusalem. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 104:1,24,29-31,34 

God’s Spirit renews the earth. 

Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13 

We are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel Reading 

John 20:19-23 

Jesus appears to his disciples and gives them the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

On Pentecost we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit 

upon the apostles gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem; 

this event marks the beginning of the Church. The account 

in today’s Gospel also recounts how Jesus gave the gift of 

the Holy Spirit to his disciples. We know that after his 

death, Jesus fulfilled his promise to send to his disciples a 

helper, an advocate, who would enable them to be his 

witnesses throughout the world. 

John  reminds us about the integral connection between 

the gifts of peace and forgiveness and the action of the 

Holy Spirit.  

This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a 

reconciling presence in the world. The reconciling 

presence of Christ is celebrated in the Church’s 

sacramental life. In the Sacrament of Baptism, we are 

cleansed of sin and become a new creation in Christ.       

In the Sacrament of Penance, the Church celebrates the 

mercy of God through the forgiving of sins. This 

reconciling presence is also to be a way of life for 

Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of 

peace and harmony among people. 

Family Connection 

Pentecost is sometimes called the birthday of the Church. 

The Gospel for Pentecost reminds us that the Church 

begins with the command to forgive. Within the family, 

the domestic Church, we learn how to forgive and how to 

accept forgiveness. The gift of the Holy Spirit enables us 

to do both. Today is a fitting time to share a family 

celebration of reconciliation. 

Excerpted from  Walking with Jesus: A Way Forward for 

the Church by Pope Francis 

The Holy Spirit reminds us; he reminds us of all that Jesus 

said. He is the living memory of the Church, and when he 

reminds us, he helps us understand the words of the Lord. 

This remembrance in the Spirit and by virtue of the Spirit . 

. . is an essential aspect of Christ’s presence within us and 

within his Church. The Spirit of truth and charity reminds 

us of all that Christ said and helps us enter ever more fully 

into the meaning of his words. We all have this 

experience: one moment, in any situation, there is an idea 

and then another connects with a passage from Scripture. . 

. . It is the Spirit who leads us to take this path: the path of 

the living memory of the Church. And he asks us for a 

response: the more generous our response, the more Jesus’ 

words become life within us, becoming attitudes, choices, 

actions, testimony. In essence the Spirit reminds us of the 

commandment of love and calls us to live it. 

A Christian without memory is not a true Christian but 

only halfway there: a man or woman, a prisoner of the 

moment, who doesn’t know how to treasure his or her 

history, doesn’t know how to read it and live it as 

salvation history. With the help of the Holy Spirit, 

however, we are able to interpret interior inspirations and 

life events in light of Jesus’ words. And thus within us 

grows the knowledge of memory, knowledge of the heart, 

which is a gift of the Spirit. May the Holy Spirit rekindle 

the Christian memory within all of us! And there, that day 

with the apostles, was Our Lady of Memory, who from the 

beginning meditated on all those things in her heart. Mary, 

our Mother, was there. May she help us on this path of 

memory.                      
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The Holy Spirit 

In art the Holy Spirit is often depicted as a dove. This is 

probably because in the New Testament we first meet the 

Holy Spirit at the baptism of Jesus. Some of the passages 

that depict the Holy Spirit as a dove include the following: 

. . . and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

[and] coming upon him. (Matthew 3:16) 

. . . and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. 

(Mark 1:10) 

. . . and the holy Spirit descended upon  him in bodily 

form like a dove. (Luke 3:22) 

 The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole 
world and that which contains all  things 
understands what is said, alleluia.                 
-Wisdom 1,7 

Pandemic Prayer by Carol Penner 

                        Great God, 

you are an ever-present help in times of trouble, 
and that’s why we’re praying now. 
We are troubled and we’re worried things 

are going to get more troubling. 
This virus is spreading around the world: 
so many are seriously ill 

or will be seriously ill, 
so many health care systems are stretched 

or will be stretched. 

Be with front line medical workers, 
give them courage to do their work 

and keep them safe. 

Be with public health officials 

as they make decisions for the common good, 
and politicians as they roll those decisions out. 

Help us to be kind to one another, 
because anxiety can make us snappy. 
Help our communities to be resilient 
and expansive as we reach out to help 

all who are isolated and afraid. 
In these times of shutdowns and slowdowns, 
when travel is restricted or banned, 

as routines are disrupted and we spend 

less time together or more time together, 
help us zero in on what is essential. 

Thank you that love is also contagious 

and stronger than any virus. 
You will be with us, 

and we will be with each other 
in sickness and in health. 
Amen. 

Pentecost Sunday   – May 31, 2020 

 
The love of God 
has been poured 
into our hearts 

through the 
Spirit of God 

dwelling with us, 
alleluia. 

 
- Romans5,5 

 
They were all 
filled with the 

Holy Spirit and 
spoke of the 

marvels of God,  
alleluia. 

 
-Acts 2.4,11 
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