
 

 ST. MARY PARISH              WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Tues. Dec 22 - 9:00 a.m. Margaret & Leo Coulson Req’d by Wilf Coulson  

Wed. Dec 23 - 9:00 a.m. Arthur, Mary & John McDonald Req’d by The 

Family 

Thur. Dec 24 - 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass 

                        - 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass 

                        - 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass 

                        - 8:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass 

 Fri.   Dec 25- 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Mass - Nativity of the Lord  

Sat.   Dec 26 - 4:00 p.m. The People of the Parish  

Sun.  Dec 27 - 9:00 a.m. The People of the Parish 

                                                                  LECTORS                     

Sat.  Dec 26 - 4:00 p.m.                  Evelyn Collins   

Sun. Dec 27 - 9:00 a.m.                Marian Flanigan           

 
   CONFESSION only by appointment, call Fr. Joe at: 519-323-1054 ext. 7 

                                           
          
  ST. THOMAS, Harriston  
     
Thur. Dec 24- 7:00 p.m.- Christmas Eve Mass 
Fri.   Dec 25- 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Mass-  Nativity of the Lord  
Sat. Dec 26 - 5:30 p.m. Maria Luisa Verissimo Req’d by Frank & Jo-Anne       

.                                                                                                       McKenna 
ST. PETER’S, Ayton                                                                                                      
Thur. Dec 24- 7:00p.m.   Christmas Eve Mass                                       
                         8:30 p.m.  Christmas Eve Mass                                                    
Fri.   Dec 25- 11:00 a.m. Christmas Day Mass-  Nativity of the Lord  
Sun. Dec 27 - 11:00 a.m. Garvey & Burns Families Req’d by Estate of 
Bernadette Burns 

nd 
 

 

 
 

      
 

  

              
            

 

 

 

"If you have too much to do, with God’s help you will 

find time to do it all. – St. PeterCanisius." 

 

 

DIOCESAN CALENDAR                                              

Mon.- Rev. J. Roginski,S.A.C.     Tue.- Rev. R. Sims 

    Wed.- Voluntas Dei  Institute                                 

Thurs.- Rev. M. Downey    Fri.- Christmas Day     

Sat.- RevM. Vallely 

"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 

your wife…When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord commanded him." If God is 

calling you to serve as a priest, contact Fr. Michael King, 

Vocation Director, Diocese of Hamilton at 905-528-7988 

or email vocations@hamiltondiocese.com 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 

prayer.             Rom12.12 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday's Readings 

First Reading 
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 89:2-5,27,29 

Second Reading 
Romans 16:25-27 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 1:26-38 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

In the Gospel both John the Baptist and Mary serve as 

important figures; they both played instrumental roles in 

preparing the way for Jesus. Last week we reflected on 

John the Baptist’s announcement that the Savior was 

among us, although not yet recognized. This week we 

reflect upon Mary’s example of faith and obedience to 

God, traits which permitted her to receive the angel’s 

message that God’s Son would be born as a human person, 

as one of us. 

The story of the Annunciation calls to our attention God’s 

wondrous action in human history. God chose a human 

person to give birth to his Son so that all humanity would 

know God’s salvation. Mary, already full of God’s grace, 

was able to cooperate in this great plan for our salvation. 

Thus Jesus was born as one of us, fully human and also 

fully divine. This is the mystery we prepare to celebrate at 

Christmas, the mystery of the Incarnation. In the model of 

Mary, we pray that we will be people of faith who 

recognize God’s saving plan for us and are able respond 

with obedience. 

One of the challenges of faith is to recognize God’s plan 

for us and to remain open to God’s will and God’s actions 

in our world. Filled with God’s grace, Mary models for us 

the kind of faith that is needed to cooperate in God’s plan 

of salvation. Like Mary, we are given the awesome 

opportunity to cooperate in God’s saving plan. On this 

final Sunday of Advent, our Gospel invites us to consider 

how our preparations for Christmas have made us more 

aware of God’s grace working in our lives. 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Mass at Midnight 

First Reading 
Isaiah 9:1-6 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 96:1-2,2-3,11-12,13 

Second Reading 
Titus 2:11-14 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 2:1-14 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

On this day, the Feast of Christmas, we are given the 

details of Christ's birth. Here we learn about the census 

that brings Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 

where Jesus is born. We also hear about the angel's 

announcement of this good news to the shepherds. The 

angels sing that Jesus' coming brings peace. Yet there is 

little in the details of this Gospel that gives evidence of 

peace. Jesus is born as a traveler away from home, born in 

a stable in a crowded city under the occupation of 

foreigners. The appearance of the angel to the shepherds 

frightens them. When the angels proclaim Jesus' birth as 

the harbinger of “peace on earth,” the evangelist Luke 

clearly wants us to take the long view. The shepherds are 

invited to claim a faith that will enable them to see this 

infant as a sign God's promise of a messiah. It is through 

such faith that one finds the peace of which the angels 

sing. Christmas has come to be associated as a season of 

peace.  

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Mass During 
the Day 

First Reading 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 98:1-6 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 1:1-6. 

Gospel Reading 
John 1:1-18 (or shorter form, John 1:1-5, 9-14) 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the 

main themes that will be developed in his Gospel. These 

are often presented as dualities: light and dark, truth and 

falsehood, life and death, and belief and unbelief. We also 

hear in this prologue a unique aspect of John’s Gospel, the 

theme of testimony. John the Baptist was sent by God to 

testify to Jesus, the light. Others in this Gospel will also 

offer testimony about Jesus. The reader is invited to accept 

this testimony, which bears witnesses to Jesus, the Son of 

God. But even more directly, Jesus’ action and words will 

testify to Jesus’ identity as God’s Incarnate Word. 

 

Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these theological and 

cosmological terms is particularly appropriate as we 

celebrate the Feast of Christmas in the darkness of winter. 

At this time, nature itself seems to remind us of the 

darkness of sin. Into this darkness, in the midst of our 

sinfulness, God comes to dwell among us. John’s Gospel 

reminds us that through the Incarnation, God saves us 

from the darkness of sin and makes us his children. 

https://www.loyolapress.com 

How important is it that every child coming into the world 

be welcomed by the warmth of a family! External 

comforts do not matter. Jesus was born in a stable and a 

manger as his cradle, but the love of Mary and Joseph 

made him feel the tenderness and beauty of being loved.   

–Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

4th Sunday of Advent – Dec 20, 2020 

   

We desire to be able            

to welcome Jesus                 

at Christmas time,                       

not in a cold manger              

of our heart,                      

but in the heart full              

of love and humility,           

in a heart so pure,               

so immaculate,                   

so warm with love                

for one another.                                                                                    

–                               

-St. Teresa of 

Calcutta                                                   

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/062120.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/


CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEGUAGE 

Dear ladies of the CWL, your dues must be in by the end 

of the year. Please leave in collection basket to the 

attention of Colleen Dalla Costa. Thank you. 

 

Liturgical Calendar 

Dec 21- St. Peter Canisius 

Dec 23- St. John of Kanty 

 

Fight all error, but do it with good humour, patience, 

kindness and love. Harshness will damage your own 

soul and spoil the best cause. – St. John of Kanty 

 

Dec 26- St. Stephen 

 

Advent Confessions 

In preparation for Christmas, we are having Confessions    

after the weekday and weekend masses during this season  

of Advent. Guest priest is available. 

  

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

 

Christmas Eve- Thurs. Dec 24 

Mt. Forest at 4:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 8:30 p.m. 

Harriston at 7:00 p.m. 

Ayton at 7:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day- Fri Dec 25 

Mt. Forest at 9:00 a.m. 

Harriston at 10:00 a.m. 

Ayton at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Note: Please call the Parish office or email us your choice 

of Christmas Mass and how many will attend so that we 

may follow the Pandemic protocol. 

New Year Eve 

Mt. Forest at 5:00 p.m. 

New Year Day 

Mt. Forest at 9:00 a.m. 

Harriston at 10:00 a.m. 

Ayton at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Dec 27-Holy Family 

 

 
 

 

First Reading 
Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 105:1-6,8-9  

Second Reading 
Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19  

Gospel Reading 
Luke 2:22-40  

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. 

Today’s Gospel describes the presentation of the child 

Jesus in the Temple and shows Joseph and Mary as devout 

Jews, following the prescriptions of the Law of Moses. 

The Gospel alludes to several aspects of the Law of 

Moses: circumcision, the dedication of the firstborn son to 

the Lord, and the purification of a woman after childbirth. 

Today’s celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family 

highlights the importance of family in our religious life. 

We know that Mary and Joseph’s faithfulness to God 

enabled them to cooperate in God’s plan for our salvation 

by accepting the responsibility to raise God’s Son, Jesus. 

From his parents, Jesus learned how to be a faithful 

believer in his Jewish tradition. Simeon’s prophecy about 

Mary’s sorrow alerts us to the importance of a family’s 

commitment to one another, a commitment that is 

expressed in both good times and bad. 

Gather as a family and recall times when your family 

showed its commitment to one another in good times and 

in bad. Recall times when your immediate family was 

supported by members of your extended family. Note that 

today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, and we 

see in the family of Jesus an example for our own family 

life. Joseph and Mary expressed their faithfulness to God 

through their observance of the Law of Moses. Simeon 

prophesied the grief that Mary would experience at the 

foot of Jesus’ cross. One of the blessings of family life is 

our commitment to one another, sharing good times and 

supporting one another through difficult times. Conclude 

in prayer together thanking God for the grace expressed in 

your family’s commitment to another. Write a prayer 

together, thanking God for your family life and asking 

God to strengthen your family’s commitment to one 

another. Pray this prayer together. 

Floral Tribute Sheets 

To make a donation in honor of a deceased relative and/or 

friend, please fill out a Floral Tribute Form and attach it to 

the Dec.6 blue envelope boxes or hand in the Tribute 

Sheet by itself. The forms are available for pick up in the 

foyer. Deadline is Dec. 21. 

 

2021 ENVELOPES 

The 2021 contribution envelopes are available for you to 

pick up this weekend. Please verify that the address shown 

on your label is correct as it is the address that will be used 

on your income tax receipt in February. If you do not have 

envelopes and would like a box, please call the office.  

 

Christmas isn’t just a temporal celebration or the 

memory of a beautiful event; Christmas is more… 

Christmas is an encounter!                    - Pope Francis 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS FROM THE 

CATHEDRAL BASILICA will be broadcast again this 

year. The Mass will be preceded by a Carol Service 

beginning at 11:30 p.m. Both the Mass and the Carol Service 

will be broadcast by Salt + Light Media and shared with 

CHCH TV. Due to COVID restrictions, all seating for 

Midnight Mass has already been reserved. Join us for the 

broadcast and share in the joy of this Christmas feast! 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The Parish Office will be closed over the holidays from Dec. 24 

to Jan.5, 2021. The office will be re-open on Wed. Jan.6, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
B I S H O P O F   H A M I L T O N 

 

Dear friends,                                                                                                    

Christmas 2020 

 

As the Christmas feasts begin, I am pleased to send you 

greetings in the form of an excerpt from the 2019 

Christmas homily of Pope Francis: 

 

“A charming legend relates that at the birth of 

Jesus the shepherds hurried to the stable with 

different gifts. Each brought what he had; 

some brought the fruits of their labour, others 

some precious item. But as they were all 

presenting their gifts, there was one shepherd 

who had nothing to give. He was extremely 

poor; he had no gift to present. As the others 

were competing to offer their gifts, he stood 

apart, embarrassed. At a certain point, Saint 

Joseph and Our Lady found it hard to receive 

all those gifts, especially Mary, who had to 

hold the baby. Seeing the shepherd with empty 

hands, she asked him to draw near, and she 

put the baby Jesus in his arms. That shepherd, 

in accepting him, became aware of having 

received what he did not deserve, of holding 

in his arms the greatest gift of all time. He 

looked at his hands, those hands that seemed 

to him always empty. They had become the 

cradle of God. He felt himself loved and, 

overcoming his embarrassment, began to 

show Jesus to the others, for he could not keep 

for himself the Gift of gifts. … Dear brother, 

dear sister, if your hands seem empty, if you 

think your heart is poor in love, this night is 

for you. The grace of God has appeared, to 

shine forth in your life. Accept it and the light 

of Christmas will shine forth in you!” 

 

Christmas is God who comes to us! Christmas saves us, 

lifts us up, fills us, and frees us!  During this time of 

profound fear and suffering, I wish you the experience of 

light, life and love! 

Merry Christmas! 
 

  +Douglas Crosby, OMI 
(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI 

Bishop of Hamilton 


