4td Sunday of Easter - April 25, 2021
World Day of Prayer for Vocation
NO MASSES

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
Psalm 23

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12
Peter announces an act of healing in the name of Jesus
Christ.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 118:1,8-9,21-23,26,28,29
A prayer of thanksgiving to God for his kindness
Second Reading
1 John 3:1-2
God revealed his love for us by calling us children of
God.
Gospel Reading
John 10:11-18
Jesus says that he is the good shepherd who knows
his sheep.
Background on the Gospel Reading
The fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good
Shepherd Sunday. This chapter of John’s Gospel
follows Jesus’ healing of the man born blind and the
rejection of this miracle by the Jewish leaders who
question Jesus’ authority to heal. Jesus responds to

this challenge by calling himself the Good Shepherd.
He is criticizing the leadership of the Pharisees and
the other Jewish leaders. The Pharisees and other
Jewish leaders are so angry that they attempt to stone
and arrest Jesus (see John 10:31,39). This controversy
with the religious leaders continues until Jesus’ death.
In the portion of the chapter that we hear proclaimed
today, Jesus describes his relationship with his
followers as similar to the relationship between a
good shepherd and his sheep. As a good shepherd will
risk and lay down his life in order to protect his sheep,
Jesus willingly sacrifices himself for the sake of his
sheep. Jesus contrasts the actions of the good
shepherd with the actions of the hired shepherd who
abandons the sheep in the face of danger. In the verses
following Jesus' teaching, we learn that the Pharisees
and the other religious leaders understand that Jesus is
referring to them when he describes the hired
shepherds.
The concern of a good shepherd for his sheep is part
of the shepherd’s job. Jesus says, however, that the
actions of the good shepherd are based upon the
relationship that develops between the shepherd and
the sheep. This is at the heart of the difference
between the good shepherd and the hired shepherd.
The good shepherd knows the sheep and therefore
acts out of love. For the Good Shepherd, this is never
simply part of a job; this love-in-action is integral to
his identity.
The Good Shepherd makes sacrifices for the sheep
not because it is required, but because it is a choice.
That sounds a lot like parenting and the dynamics of a
healthy family life. Parents choose to make sacrifices
for their children out of love, not obligation. Christian
parents model and invite their children to choose to
make sacrifices for other family members and for
other people, acting out of love rather than obligation.
ttps://www.loyolapress.com
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Fr. Joe has completed his 6 years as a pastor in
Mount Forest, and the bishop has now assigned him
to be a pastor at St. Patrick's parish in Cambridge.
Fr. Joe will be greatly missed!
Fr. David Avila is coming to our parish as a new
pastor on June 30, 2021.
Let us keep both Fr. Joe and Fr. David in our prayers.

Prayer by emeritus Pope Benedict XVI
to cherish and support the priests that make a
difference in our lives.
Lord Jesus Christ, eternal High Priest,
you offered yourself to the Father on the altar of the
cross and through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
gave your priestly people a share in your redeeming
sacrifice.
Hear our prayer for the sanctification of our priests.
Grant that all who are ordained to the ministerial
priesthood may be ever more conformed to you, the
Divine Master.
May they preach the Gospel with pure heart and clear
conscience.
Let them be shepherds according to your own heart,
single-minded in service to you and to the Church,
and shining examples of a holy, simple, and joyful
life.
Through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, your
Mother and ours, draw all priests and the flocks
entrusted to their care
to the fullness of eternal life where you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever.
Amen.
A soul enkindled with love is a gentle, meek,
humble and patient soul.
- St. John of the Cross
DIOCESAN CALENDAR

Mon- Rev.W. Trusz
Tue- Rev. D. Reitzel
Wed - Sisters of Charity of the St. Vincent de Paul of Zagreb
Thurs -Rev. P. S. Masih Fri.- Rev. M. Durbajlo
Sat - Rev. C. Perera, O.M.I.

For the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.
Mark 10,44
LITURGICAL CALENDAR
April 26- Our Lady of Good Counsel
April 28- St. Peter Chanel and St. Louis Grignion de
Montfort
April 24 - St. Catherine of Siena April30- St. Marie
of the Incarnation
May Jesus Christ Our Lord be forever the sole
possessor of our hearts, as he will be, if we love and
seek only him in all things.
-St. Marie of the Incarnation

Our Lady of Good Counsel- Patron of the CWLthe Catholic Women's League of Canada
Liturgical Feast – April 26

Devotion to Our Lady of Good Counsel is associated
with the story of a miraculous icon.
Devotion to the Mother of Good Counsel is associated
with the story of a miraculous icon. The sacred image
is found in a church in Genazzano, a beautiful town
thirty miles south-east of Rome. The church dedicated
to the Mother of Good Counsel was built there in the
fourth century. In 1356 the church was given over to
the Augustinians. Restoration started in 1467, when a
widow, Petruccia, sold all her belongings to help
finance the project. However, funds ran out before the
task was completed.
That same year, all the residents of Genazzano heard
a beautiful melody coming from heaven. As they
looked up, they saw a white, shining cloud that
descended on the church of the Mother of Good
Counsel. The cloud gradually vanished, revealing a
beautiful painting of Our Lady tenderly holding her
Divine Son in her arms. Immediately, Mary began to
cure the sick and grant countless graces.
The news spread throughout the country. Two
Albanians from Scutari appeared in the town with a
curious tale. They had fled from their homeland to
escape the invading Turks. Before fleeing, they had
stopped in the church and had seen how the icon of
Our Lady, wrapped in a white cloud, lifted off the
wall on which it had hung for two centuries. They
followed the picture until they could see the towers of
Rome, when it suddenly disappeared. The mysterious
icon of Genezzano was identical to the one in the
church in Scutari.
The amazing news reached Rome. Pope Paul II sent
two bishops to investigate the story. The prelates
reported that 171 miracles were recorded in the

months following the icon’s appearance. The pope’s
commission also found that there was an empty space
on the church wall at Scutari. An icon that had been
venerated there for centuries was, indeed, missing.
The image was painted on a sheet of plaster so thin
that it would have been impossible for any human
hand to remove it without damage. It had survived the
subsequent centuries through the tumult of several
earthquakes and withstood the bombing during World
War II. Several altars were destroyed, walls caved in,
and the roof was crushed. The icon, only yards away
from the explosion, remained intact.
In 1753, Pope Benedict XIV established the Pious
Union of Our Lady of Good Counsel to promote
devotion to Mary under this title. Pope Leo XIII
added the title Mother of Good Counsel to the Litany
of Loreto. Pope Pius XII dedicated his term of office
to Our Lady of Good Counsel. And Pope John XXIII
visited her shrine to pray for the success of the
Second Vatican Council.
The icon at Genazzano is about a foot wide and
eighteen inches high. It depicts a mother figure that is
half turned toward her son and half toward the viewer,
reflecting Mary’s concern for both Jesus and his
Church.
If Our Blessed Mother is willing to ask her Son to
work miracles to let us know of her motherly concern,
Our Lady of Good Counsel is certainly willing to
speak words of advice and instruction to help us over
the hurdles of our daily lives.
Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us!
https://www.clavermissionarysisters.org

On April 28, the universal Church celebrates the feast
day of Louis-Marie de Montfort, a 17th century
saint who is revered for his intense devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Mother Mary is an echo of God, speaking and
repeating only God. -St. Louis Grignion de Montfort
St. Louis-Marie is perhaps most famously known for
his prayer of entrustment to Our Lady, “Totus Tuus
ego sum,” which means, “I am all yours.” The latePope John Paul II took the phrase “Totus Tuus” as his
episcopal motto.

If you put all the love of all the mothers into one
heart, it still would not equal the love of the Heart
of Mary for her children.
-St. Louis Grignion de Montfort

Born in Montfort, Brittany, on January 31, 1673, St.
Louis-Marie possessed a strong devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament as a child, and was also intimately
devoted to the Blessed Virgin, especially through the
Rosary. He took the name Marie at his confirmation.
The saint manifested a love for the poor while he was
at school and joined a society of young men who
ministered to the poor and the sick on school
holidays. When he was 19, he walked 130 miles to
Paris to study theology, gave all he had to the poor
that he met along the way and made a vow to live
only on alms. After his ordination at 27, he served as
a hospital chaplain until the management of the
hospital resented his reorganization of the staff and
sent him away.
St. Louis-Marie discovered his great gift for
preaching at the age of 32, and committed himself to
it for the rest of his life. He met with such great
success that he often drew crowds of thousands to
hear his sermons in which he encouraged frequent
communion and devotion to Mary.
But he also met with opposition, especially from the
Jansenists, a heretical movement within the Church
that believed in absolute Predestination, in which only
a chosen few are saved, and the rest damned. Much of
France was influenced by Jansenism, including many
bishops, who banished St. Louis-Marie from
preaching in their dioceses. He was even poisoned by
Jansenists in La Rochelle, but survived, though he
suffered ill health after.
While recuperating from the effects of the poisoning,
he wrote the masterpiece of Marian piety, "True
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin," which he correctly
prophesied would be hidden by the devil for a time.
His seminal work was discovered 200 years after his
death.
One year before he died, St. Louis-Marie founded two
congregations: the Daughters of Divine Wisdom –
which tended to the sick in hospitals and the
education of poor girls, and the Company of Mary,
missionaries devoted to preaching and to spreading
devotion to Mary.
https://www.ucanews.com/your-daily-mass/saint-day

Saint Catherine of Siena, O.P. was a Tertiary (a
lay affiliate) of the Dominican Order, and a
scholastic philosopher and theologian. Catherine
Benincasa was born in the 14th century.
A native of Siena, Catherine received no formal
education. At the age of seven she consecrated her
virginity to Christ despite her family's opposition.
Her parents wanted her to live a normal life and
marry, but against her parents' will, she dedicated
her life to praying, meditating and living in total
solitude into her late teens. At the age of sixteen,
she took the habit of the Dominican Tertiaries.
Catherine dedicated her life to helping the ill and
the poor, where she took care of them in hospitals
or homes. She rounded up a group of followers,
both women and men, and traveled with them
along Northern Italy where they asked for a reform
of the clergy, the launch of a new crusade and
advised people that repentance and renewal could
be done through "the total love for God."
Catherine also dedicated her life to the study of
religious texts.
In about 1366, St Catherine experienced what she
described in her letters as a "Mystical Marriage"
with Jesus, after which she began to tend the sick
and serve the poor. In 1370, she received a series
of visions of Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven, after
which she heard a command to leave her
withdrawn life and enter the public life of the
world. Being illiterate, she dictated several letters
to men and women in authority, especially begging
for peace between the republics and principalities
of Italy and for the return of the Papacy from

Avignon to Rome. She carried on a long
correspondence with Pope Gregory XI, also asking
him to reform the clergy and the administration of
the Papal States.
In June of 1376 Catherine went to Avignon herself
as ambassador of Florence to make peace with the
Papal States, but was unsuccessful. She had tried
to convince Pope Gregory XI to return to
Rome.[2] She impressed the Pope so much that he
returned his administration to Rome in
January, 1377. During the Western Schism of 1378
she was an adherent of Pope Urban VI, who
summoned her to Rome, and stayed at Pope Urban
VI's court and tried to convince nobles and
cardinals of his legitimacy. She lived in Rome
until her death in 1380. The problems of the
Western Schism would trouble her until the end of
her life. St Catherine's letters are considered one of
the great works of early Tuscan literature. More
than 300 letters have survived. In her letters to the
Pope, she often referred to him affectionately as
"Papa" or "Daddy" ("Babbo" in Italian). Her major
work is "The Dialogue of Divine Providence."
St. Catherine died of a stroke in Rome, the spring
of 1380, at the age of thirty-three. The people of
Siena wished to have her body. There is a myth
that explains how Catherine's head was able to get
to Siena, where it has been entombed in the
Basilica of San Domenico. The people of Siena
knew they could not get her whole body past
Roman guards and decided to take only her head
which they placed in a bag.
They were still stopped by guards and they prayed
to St Catherine to help them because they knew
Catherine would rather be in Siena. When they
opened the bag to show the guards, it no longer
held her head, but was full of rose petals. Once
they got back to Siena they reopened the bag and
her head reappeared. Due of this myth, St
Catherine is often seen holding a rose.
Saint Catherine's body is buried in the Basilica of
Santa Maria sopra Minerva in Rome, which is near
the Pantheon. https://www.passionistnuns.org
The soul is in God and God in the soul, just as the
fish is in the sea and the sea in the fish.
-St. Catherine of Siena
One must see God in everyone.
-St. Catherine Laboure

