1st Sunday of Lent - Feb 21, 2021

Background on the Gospel Reading

ST. MARY PARISH MASSES
Tues. Feb 23 - 9:00 a.m. Ted Lucas Req’d by Florence
& Lorne Moyer
Wed. Feb 24 - 9:00 a.m. Rose Osmond Req’d by JoAnne & Frank McKenna
Thur. Feb 25 - 9:00 a.m. Teresa Roberts Req'd by
Jack Moore
Fri. Feb 26 - 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross & Mass
…………………………….Mary Tod Req’d by Carol Suggitt
Sat. Feb 27- 4:00 p.m. Joseph Raftis Req'd by Anna
Marie Raftis
Sun. Feb 28 - 9:00 a.m. The People of the Parish
LECTORS
Sat. Feb 27 - 4:00 p.m.
Sun. Feb 28 - 9:00 a.m.

Lent February 17 – April 3, 2021

Gospel Reading
Mark 1:12-15
Jesus is tempted in the desert by Satan.

Maxine Schmidt
J. von Westerholt

CONFESSION only by appointment, call Fr. Joe at:
519-323-1054 ext. 7
ST. THOMAS, Harriston
Sat. Feb 27- 5:30 p.m. The People of the Parish
ST. PETER’S, Ayton
Sun. Feb 28- 11:00 a.m. Walter Hawkins Req’d by
Margaret Hawkins

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading
Genesis 9:8-15
God establishes a covenant with Noah, giving a rainbow as
its sign.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 25:4-5,6-7,8-9
A prayer praising God for his covenant
Second Reading
1 Peter 3:18-22
In our baptism, we are saved through Christ’s death and
Resurrection.

On the first Sunday of Lent, the Gospel reading is about
Jesus’ temptation in the desert. This is evident in Mark’s
account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. Mark tells us
only that Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit and that
for 40 days he was tempted by Satan. The fact that Jesus
spent 40 days in the desert is significant. This recalls the
40 years that the Israelites wandered in the desert after
being led from slavery in Egypt. The prophet Elijah also
journeyed in the desert for 40 days and nights, making his
way to Horeb, the mountain of God, where he was also
attended to by an angel of the Lord. Remembering the
significance of these events, we also set aside 40 days for
the season of Lent.
In Mark’s Gospel, the desert marks beginning of Jesus’
battle with Satan; the ultimate test will be in Jesus’ final
hours on the cross. In a similar way, our Lenten
observances are only a beginning, a preparation for and a
reinforcement of our ongoing struggle to resist the
temptations we face in our lives. During Lent, we are led
by the Holy Spirit to remember the vows of Baptism in
which we promised to reject sin and to follow Jesus. Just
as Jesus was ministered to by the angels, God also supports
us in our struggle against sin and temptation. We succeed
because Jesus conquered sin once and for all in his saving
death on the cross.

https://www.loyolapress.com
DIOCESAN CALENDAR
Mon.- Rev. M. Gil, O.M.I. Tue.-Rev. B. Mc Grath
Wed.- Society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (S.J.C.)
Thurs.- Rev. J.Kuntz
Fri.- Rev. R. Guillen
Sat.- G. Hope
LENT
Every Friday in Lent, there will be Stations of the
Cross followed by Holy Mass at 7 p.m.
All are encouraged to participate.
Liturgical Calendar
Feb 22- The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
The feast of the Chair of St. Peter celebrates Peter and
his successors as bishop of Rome.
Feb 23- St. PolycarpGod has promised forgiveness to your repentance, but
he has not promised tomorrow to your
procrastination. -St. Augustine

Let us
-reflect the passion and death of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
- spend more time in prayer
- read the Bible.
- do fasting and charity
in this Season of Lent
Always keep lifting your foot to climb the ladder of
holiness and do not imagine that you can mount even
the first step. All God asks of you is good will.
-St. Therese of Lisieux
We must ask trust in the mighty power of God's
mercy. We are all sinners, but his grace transforms us
and makes us new. -Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Just take everything exactly as it is,
put it in God's hands,
and leave it with him.
Then you will be able to rest in him
- really rest.
- St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross

WEEK 1: FEBRUARY 17 TO 21, 2021
Share Love, Share Lent: (Re)discover Development
and Peace.
The Share Love,
Share Lent
campaign is
inspired Pope
Francis’s
encyclical, Fratelli
Tutti and its call
“for a love that
transcends…
geography and
distance” and
“allows us to
acknowledge,
appreciate and love each person.”
Each week, the campaign explores a different aspect
of Development and Peace’s work and offers you
ways to become involved. This week, meet one of our
partners from the Global South and create your own
fundraising web page!
Discover more activities and join Catholics across
Canada on a journey of love and solidarity throughout
the Lenten period.
Follow our solidarity calendar at devp.org/lent.
WEEK 2: FEBRUARY 22 TO 28, 2021
Share Love, Share Lent: Solidarity with
communities in crises.
Did you know that
Development and
Peace provides
humanitarian aid to
communities coping
with climate change,
conflict and natural
disasters in over a
dozen countries?
This week, the
Share Love, Share
Lent campaign looks

Please pray for communities affected by crises and
help us to keep supporting them by contributing to the
collection on the Fifth Sunday of Lent.

This lent, I ask you to do a little bit extra to promote
the Share Lent collection on MARCH 20-21, through
weekly notices in your online bulletins, virtual
announcements, and even in your homily. Digital
material, including Prayers of the Faithful, can be
found at

For inspiration, information and to donate, visit
devp.org/lent.

https://www.devp.org/ . If there is anything I can do
to assist you, please do not hesitate to contact me.

at how your solidarity is meaningful for Rohingya
refugees and their host communities in Bangladesh.

Catholics listen to their parish priest. Your words can
make a difference. On behalf of our partners in 22
countries around the world, we thank you for your
support.
Dear Pastor,

Sincerely,

Every year since 1967, Catholics have generously
donated to Share Lent to support the work of the
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and
Peace.

Rita Bailey

Every year, of course, except last year, when Covid19 shuttered our churches the week before the
Solidarity Sunday collection. Members of
Development and Peace felt this as a two-edged
sword: the loss of the spiritual comfort of the Easter
liturgy, and the financial blow to our organization.
Share Lent is our main source of funding for our
sisters and brothers in the Global South. While
Catholics continued to be generous through online
donations, envelopes dropped through rectory doors
and the Special Collection in the fall, our revenues
fell. In Hamilton diocese in 2020 Development and
Peace received aproximately 60% of our average
Share Lent collection. The trend was similar across
the county. As a result we cut in-Canada
programming, laid off some staff and those remaining
had their hours reduced to part-time. Our goal is to
maintain our programs with our partners so the
poorest of the poor are not affected.
I know that many people are suffering economic loss
due to this pandemic. I don’t want to minimize that.
But when we compare our lives in Canada to those of
people living in many other countries, we realize that
we are indeed blessed.

Chair of the Hamilton Diocesan Council for
Development and Peace
ruby101@sympatico.ca
905-525-1198

THE CCCB PASTORAL OFFICES of the CCCB have
prepared a video series called Journey through Lent:
Video Series for Lent 2021. Bishop Gerard Bergie,
Bishop of St. Catharines, and Archbishop Marcel
Damphousse, Archbishop of Ottawa-Cornwall, will offer
reflections on the Sunday readings which are available
each Monday prior to the Sundays of Lent. The links for
the series in English and in French are available on the
CCCB website. It is a safe way to reflect during the
Lenten journey this year.

THE DIOCESAN OFFICE FOR FAMILY
MINISTRY is offering sessions on “Diving Deeper
into Fratelli Tutti” (Pope Francis’ most recent
Encyclical). The sessions are offered twice on the
Mondays of March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th at 1:30
to 3:00 p.m. AND 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. The sessions will

look into the writings of the Pope and his statements
conveying how we are created to be relational, to be in
communion with God and one another. For more
information check the Diocesan website.
FATHER SCOTT LEWIS, S.J., RENOWNED
JESUIT SCRIPTURE SCHOLAR, will present a
series on New Interpretations of the Holy Week Stories,
in light of recent theological trends and issues. Topics
such as How to Read the Bible, difficult passages,
violence, and the meaning of the Resurrection will be
explored. When: Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m., February
23rd, March 2nd, and March 9th. Register here. Another
good Lenten exercise!
OUR DIOCESAN PARTNERSHIP with Dayton
University Virtual Learning Community for Adult
Faith Formation (VLCFF) has seen an increase in
enrollment over the months of lockdown. Currently we
have two cohorts of Diocesan Youth Ministry Leaders
engaged in a two-year certificate program, as well as
Priests, Deacons, Parish Catechists, and lay volunteers
all exploring adult faith formation courses for personal
interest. The next cycle of courses is set to begin on
Sunday, February 21, 2021. All are welcome to
participate. If you would like to learn more about
Dayton and course availability, please contact
Christina Mines in the Office for Evangelization and
Catechesis.
ST. JEROME’S UNIVERSITY IS SEEKING
VOLUNTEERS to fill vacancies on the Board of
Governors commencing in the Fall 2021 for a threeyear period. Familiarity with Catholic values and
traditions is expected of all Board members. The Board
benefits from members familiar with working in
diverse and complex environments: finance and
accounting, law, not-for-profit organizations, postsecondary
education,
and
communications.
Applications must be submitted to the Governance and
Nominations Committee for consideration before
March 2, 2021. More information about the University
can be found at www.sju.ca
Our Lady of the Annunciation, pray for us!
Ex corde, +Douglas, OMI

