‘Welcome to St. Mary of the Purification Parish
‘We are delighted you could join us for today’s Mass

Please Vvisit our website www.stmarymountforest.ca Tel: 519-323-1054
OFFICE HOURS: Closed Monday Open Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am - 1:30pm

Parish Staff Email:
Pastor Rev. Michael Anderson, P.P. manderson@hamiltondiocese.com
Bookkeeper Annette Connolly stmarybookkeeper@wightman.ca
Secretary Dee Dee Eurig stmarymtforest@wightman.ca
Custodian  Virginia McComiskey
Music Dir.  Rick Wildeman
Organist Melissa Van Stavern
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St. Thomas the Apostle

#5800 Hwy 89, Harriston NoG 1Zo

OUR LORD’S DAY
LITURGIES

SATURDAY
St. Mary: 4:00 pm Mass
St. Thomas: 5:30 pm Mass

SUNDAY
St. Mary: 9:00 am Mass
St. Peter: 11:00 am Mass

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Please refer to page 2 of
the bulletin

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION:
Tuesday: 5:30 pm-6:30 pm or
by appointment. Kindly
contact the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Please notify
the Pastor at least 6 months
in advance.

SACRAMENT OF
BAPTISM:

Please contact the parish
office.

PASTORAL CARE
NEEDS:

Please contact the parish
office if you require:

- A priest to administer the
Sacrament of the sick (please
call at the onset of illness)

- Holy Communion to the
sick.

- Home, hospital and nursing
home visits.

FUNERAL:

When death of a loved one
occurs in the family, please
contact the parish office.

VOCATIONS &

RELIGIOUS LIFE: For
information or assistance, see
www.hamiltonvocations.com

DIOCESAN
NEWSLETTER: Visit the
Diocese of Hamilton to
subscribe to the online
diocesan newsletter visit
www.hamiltondiocese.com

PARISH SCHOOL.:

St. Mary Catholic School

Mount Forest

Building Character
Through Christ

390 Parkside Dr, Mt Forest 519-
323-2586

www.stmarymountforest.welling
toncdsb.ca

PARISH REQUESTS:
Keep love for your parish
alive in your Will &
expression of sympathy.

ADORATION: 1st Friday
every month after Mass. All
are welcome!

Please note: The deadline
Jor Bulletin submission is
Wednesday before noon.
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B
ST. MARY OF THE PURIFICATION, Mt. Forest

Tue Aug12 7:00 pm T Lorraine Pickett Req’d by
the CWL and T Mary Jo Marshall Req’d
by Ron & Marian Flanigan

Wed Aug 13 9:00 am T Betty Connelly Req’d by
Dan & Doris Tone

Thu Aug 14 9:00am T Holy Souls in Purgatory
Req’d by Tony & Mary Andrade

Fri  Aug15 9:00 am T Katheryn Meyer Req’d
by Betty Mogensen & Family

Sat  Aug16 4:00 pm T People of the Parish
Sun Aug17 9:00 am T People of the Parish
Lectors

Sat Augl6 Cesar Arruda

Sun Aug1l7 Melissa Reid

CONFESSION: Tuesday evenings 5:30 — 6:30 pm
or by appointment, please call Fr. Mike at the
Parish office 519-323-1054 ext.7

ST.THOMAS, Harriston

Sat. Aug 16 5:30 pm T People of the Parish

ST. PETER’S, Ayton

Sun. Aug 17 11:00 am T People of the Parish

This Sundays Reading:

First Reading

Wisdom 18:6-9

The Hebrew people awaited the salvation of the
just.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33:1,12,18-22

Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his
own.

Second Reading
Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19
We will look for the city designed and built by God.

Gospel Reading

Luke 12:32-48

You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do
not expect, the Son of Man will come.

Background on the Gospel Reading

Jesus' instructions on how to be ready for the
coming judgment continue in the stories and sayings
found in today's Gospel. We are not to be like the
greedy rich man in last Sunday's Gospel who
planned to store his great harvest in barns rather

than share it. We are, rather, to share our wealth
with those in need. The antidote for the anxiety
brought on by the coming judgment is to relinquish
our possessions and provide for the needs of others.
Our treasure will be in heaven where it will not
wear out or be destroyed.

The other major way to be ready for the coming
judgment is to be watchful. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus
tells a parable about watchfulness to begin making
this point. We must be like servants waiting for the
master's return from a wedding banquet, which,
even now, can last for a few days in the Middle
East. We must be watchful so that even if the master
comes after midnight, we will be ready for him.
This is what the coming of the Son of Man will be
like. Peter asks if this parable is meant for the
apostles or for the large crowd that has gathered to
listen to Jesus. Without answering Peter's question,
Jesus responds with another parable about servants
awaiting the return of their master. It begins with a
question: “Who, then, is the faithful and prudent
steward whom the master will put in charge of his
servants to distribute the food allowance at the
proper time?” This parable adds to the theme of
watchfulness; it explains how to wait and reminds
us of the reward for the faithful follower at the
heavenly banquet after the judgment. If it is
addressed to the apostles, then it could also be
addressed to leadership in the early Church. Either
way, the parables reminds us that we should be
found doing our jobs when the master arrives. If we
are doing our jobs, our reward will be great. But if
we relax, neglect our duties, and begin to act like
the greedy rich man—eating, drinking, and making
merry—we will not have a place in the kingdom.
Watchfulness means living in such a consistently
moral and obedient way that we are always ready to
give an account to God of how we have lived.

www.loyolapress.com
Family Connection

Years ago, most families had only one or two clocks
in their home. Today, we have clocks everywhere—
on our walls, on our microwave ovens, on our DVD
players, on our cell phones, and so on. As a family,
go through the house and count how many clocks
(time-telling devices) your family has. Talk about
important events for which family members need to
be on time. Recall experiences of being late for
something, either as individuals or as a family.
Explain that in this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus talks
about how important it is for us to be aware and
alert, otherwise, we will miss something.



Read aloud Luke 12:32-48. Talk about the parable
that Jesus told and discuss how the master will feel
if he arrives to find his servant doing his job.
Discuss what our job is as disciples of Jesus.

Explain that, just as we need to be aware of the time

so that we don't miss anything important, we also
need to be alert and focused on our jobs, our
responsibilities as followers of Jesus.

Encourage each family member to place a sacred
symbol near the clock that they use most in the
house and to use the symbol and the clock as a
reminder that it is always “time” for us to be acting
like disciples of Christ. www.loyolapress.com

The Month of August is dedicated to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for AUGUST

For mutual coexistence: Let us pray that societies
where coexistence seems more difficult might not
succumb to the temptation of confrontation for
ethnic, political, religious or ideological reasons.

Please note: We will not have Coffee Sunday in
July and August. It will resume in September!
Have a safe and enjoyable summer !

Mount Forest Seniors Group

Euchre, Double Euchre and lots of other games
Wednesdays 1-3:30. At the Sportsplex. All seniors
welcome. Guests pay $3.00!

Contributions —will be published next week
St. Mary of the Purification:
St. Peter Mission:
St. Thomas Mission:
Thank you for your continued donations. Your
contributions are greatly appreciated as we seek
to encourage all with God’s Love and Word.

DiocESE or FHAMILTON

Diocesan Calendar- week of August 10th
“Pray to the Lord of the Harvest”

Mon-Rev. Ken Miskiewicz | Thu- Rev. John lyekowa,
0O.S.A.
Fri- The Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Wed- Legionaries of Sat-Rev. Paul Panaretos,
Christ, L.C. S.J.

Tue-Very Rev. lan Duffy

YOUNG ADULTS NIGHT IN SEPTEMBER Young
Adults Night — Hanover Fr. Mark Morley invites all
young adults (ages 20s and 30s) of our diocese to attend
an evening of prayer, fellowship and praise music in
support of your vocations on Saturday, September 6th at
Holy Family Parish (352 — 10th Avenue, Hanover,
Ontario). The Young Adults Night will begin with a Holy
Hour (7:00pm-8:00pm) in the church and will continue in
the school with a social with food (8:00pm-8:30pm),
praise night with vocations testimony (8:30pm-9:30pm),
and Compline (9:30pm). Sponsored by the Vocations
Office of the Diocese of Hamilton:
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/ For more
information, please contact:
vocations@hamiltondiocese.com

ADULT FAITH FORMATION THROUGH
VLCFF The Diocese of Hamilton is proud to partner
with  Dayton University’s Virtual Learning
Community for Adult Faith Formation (VLCFF) to
offer certificate programs for ministry and
enrichment for adult faith formation. We are
currently taking enrollment for the Youth Ministry
Certification Program and the Catechist Formation
Program for the Diocese of Hamilton, which begins
in September 2025. Three and five week e-seminars
are also available at a discounted rate for all adults in
the Diocese looking to further their learning. For
more information about our programs, and how to
register, visit us at www.hamiltondioceselearns.com

ENHANCING SELF-ESTEEM - This program
provides the opportunity to increase your self-awareness
and to learn specific skills for building a positive self-
esteem, which will assist you to feel stronger in all areas
of you life. Issues covered during the course include
taking responsibility for your own thoughts and feelings,
positive ways to behave assertively and setting realistic
goals for your future. The program will run Tuesdays
from Sept. 23 — Nov. 25 from 7-9 pm and are held at the
Chancery Office at 700 King St. West Hamilton. Cost is
$35 for materials. Registration online can be found by
going to hamiltondiocese.com and looking under
Upcoming Events, or contact Sarah at 905-528-7988 ext.
2249, or e-mail familyministry@hamiltondiocese.com.
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DID YOU KNOW... Children in our parishes
benefit from the Catechetical Correspondence
Program each year for ongoing religious education
and preparation for the Sacraments. We need
volunteers to support the program! If you are willing
to accompany these children in their learning
journey, please reach out to the Office for
Evangelization and Catechesis at
catechesis@hamiltondiocese.com . To learn more
about the Catechetical Correspondence Program,
please visit: https://bit.ly/DOHC CC

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Feast Day August 15"

One glance at a daily newspaper or a television
news show will tell you that some people do not
value human life. But this is not news. During the
Holocaust of World War I, millions of people were
tortured and Killed. This terrible tragedy led many
people to wonder about human life. How valuable is
a single human life? How valuable are the lives of
the elderly, the unborn, the terminally ill? Are their
lives worth as much as those of people who are
healthy and active, working, and raising families?

God creates human life and gives it value. And
Jesus gave his life on the cross to redeem each
individual human person. By doing this, Jesus said,
“Your life is worth my dying to save you.” Through
his own Resurrection, Jesus showed us the glory of
our resurrection and of our living in the Holy Spirit.
Jesus promised that the body and soul of a person,
separated at death, will be joined together again in
glory at the Last Judgment. The person will be
whole for all eternity. The feast of Mary’s
Assumption is a preview of what our lives will be.
At the end of her earthly life, Mary was assumed, or
taken up, into heaven body and soul. She did not
have to wait for the end of the world, as we do. God
granted her this special privilege because of her
sinlessness and her fullness of grace.

The Church has always believed in Mary’s
assumption into heaven. But on November 1, 1950,
Pope Pius XII focused the attention of the whole
world on the Assumption of Mary as a dogma and
mystery of our faith. This mystery shows us that
God wants every human person, body and soul, to
be in glory forever, just as Mary is now. This

dogma shows how important every single human
life is. Pope Plus XII hoped that by thinking about
Mary’s Assumption, people all over the world
would develop a deeper respect for their own lives
and their own bodies. He also hoped that people
would grow in respect for the lives of others.

www. loyolapress.com

Saint Maximilian Kolbe Feast Day August 14%

Father Kolbe, like Jesus, offered himself. During
the Second World War, Father Maximilian Kolbe
gave shelter to thousands of Polish people, both
Christians and Jews. He risked his life to help these
suffering people. On February 17, 1941, he was
caught and sent to a prison in Warsaw. A guard who
saw his Franciscan habit and his rosary asked, “Do
you believe in Christ?” Father Kolbe answered,
“Yes, I do.” The guard struck him in the face and
asked again. Father Kolbe kept giving the same
answer, and the guard kept beating him.

After that, Father Kolbe was given a striped
convict’s uniform and the number 16670. He was
sent to a concentration camp, where he endured
very hard work and beatings that almost killed him.
Even then, he secretly heard confessions and spoke
to the other prisoners about God’s love. When food
was brought in, he let others take their share first.
Sometimes there was nothing left for him. One day
a prisoner escaped from the camp. To punish the
rest of the prisoners, the officers said 10 men would
be killed. These men would be dropped into a pit
and left to slowly and painfully starve to death. The
guards chose the 10 men. As the men were
gathered, one cried out, “My wife, my children! |
shall never see them again!” From the watching
crowd, another prisoner stepped forward. “I will
take his place,” he said. It was Father Kolbe,
prisoner 16670.

While they were in the pit, Father Kolbe led the
nine other men in prayer and song. The depths of
that pit sounded like a church full of people. No one
had heard anything like it in the prison before.
Father Kolbe prayed and suffered bravely, as Jesus
did. He gave his life for another, and he lifted the
spirits of the other nine men who died. After his
death, the news of Father Kolbe’s great love spread
to the whole world. In 1982, he was canonized. We
celebrate this saint’s feast day on August 14. Pope
John Paul II said of Father Kolbe, “He won a
victory of love. He loved both his fellow prisoners
and those who put him to death. There is no greater

love than this.” www. loyolapress.com
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