
                                                                                    

Welcome to St. Mary of the Purification Parish        
                    We are delighted you could join us for today’s Mass            

                   Tel: 519-323-1054    www.stmarymountforest.ca      
           OFFICE HOURS:  Closed Monday   Open Tuesday - Friday: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm 

                            Parish Staff                                                       Email: 

          Pastor              Rev. Michael Anderson, P.P.            manderson@hamiltondiocese.com 
         Bookkeeper    Annette Connolly                                  stmarybookkeeper@wightman.ca 
         Secretary        Dee Dee  Eurig                                        stmarymtforest@wightman.ca  
          Custodian       Virginia McComiskey                          
         Music Dir.       Rick Wildeman                              
         Organist          Melissa Van Stavern 
 
          St. Mary of the Purification                  St. Peter’s Mission                             St. Thomas the Apostle 
       230 Queen St. E,Mt.Forest N0G 2L0       943 Caroline St, Ayton N0G 1Co      #5800 Hwy 89, Harriston N0G 1Z0 

                                                                      
                                                                       

OUR LORD’S DAY   
LITURGIES  

SATURDAY                                                                                         
St. Mary: 4:00 pm Mass                    
St. Thomas: 5:30 pm Mass  

SUNDAY                                                                                                         
St. Mary: 9:00 am Mass                                                                        
St. Peter: 11:00 am Mass 

WEEKDAY  LITURGIES    
Please refer to page 2 of  
the bulletin      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION: 
Tuesday: 5:30 pm-6:30 pm or 
by appointment. Kindly 
contact the parish office.  

MARRIAGE:  Please notify 
the Pastor at least 6 months 
in advance.      
                                                                                                                                           
SACRAMENT   OF   
BAPTISM:  
Please contact the parish 
office.       

                                                                                                                   
PASTORAL   CARE   
NEEDS:  
Please contact the parish 
office if you require: 
 - A priest to administer the  
Sacrament of the sick (please 
call at the onset of illness)                                                                      
- Holy Communion to the 
sick.                                                                                                                    
- Home, hospital and nursing 
home visits. 
 
FUNERAL:  
When death of a loved one 
occurs in the family, please 
contact the parish office.                                                                                                 

VOCATIONS  &                    

RELIGIOUS LIFE: For 
information or assistance, see 
www.hamiltonvocations.com  
 

DIOCESAN   
NEWSLETTER:  Visit the 
Diocese of Hamilton to 
subscribe to the online 
diocesan newsletter visit 
www.hamiltondiocese.com 

PARISH SCHOOL: 

     

390 Parkside Dr, Mt Forest  519-

323-2586 
www.stmarymountforest.welling
toncdsb.ca                               

PARISH REQUESTS: 
Keep love for your parish 
alive in your Will &  
expression of sympathy. 
  
ADORATION: 1st Friday  
every month after Mass. All 
are welcome! 
 
Please note:   The deadline 
for Bulletin submission is 
Wednesday before noon.   

http://www.stmarymountforest.ca/
mailto:manderson@hamiltondiocese.com
mailto:stmarybookkeeper@wightman.ca
mailto:stmarymtforest@wightman.ca
http://www.hamiltonvocations.com/
http://www.hamiltondiocese.com/


                                  August 3, 2025     
            Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                                        
ST. MARY OF THE PURIFICATION, Mt. Forest 

Tue    Aug 5  7:00 pm      Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Req’d by Bill & Mary Hammond 
                              and       Katheryn Meyer Req’d by 
The Estate 
Wed  Aug 6  9:00 am      Victor Stortz Req’d by 
Ron & Marian Flanigan 
Thu    Aug 7  9:00 am     Repose of the Souls of 
Brendan,Madeline & David Glass  Req’d by Valerie 
Black 
Fri      Aug 8  9:00 am     Sharon Snider Req’d by 
Myrtle Gorman 
Sat     Aug 9   4:00 pm    People of the Parish   
Sun    Aug 10 9:00 am    People of the Parish 

Lectors  
Sat     Aug 9         Laura Cherrey 
Sun    Aug 10       Colleen DallaCosta  
CONFESSION:    Tuesday evenings 5:30 – 6:30 pm 
or by appointment, please call Fr. Mike at the 
Parish office 519-323-1054 ext.7 
ST.THOMAS, Harriston    

Sat.  Aug 9     5:30 pm    People of the Parish 
ST. PETER’S, Ayton           

Sun. Aug 10  11:00 am   People of the Parish 

This Sundays Reading:  

First Reading 
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 

Vanity of vanities! All things are vanity! 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 95:1-2,6-9 

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Second Reading 
Colossians 3:1-5,9-11 

There is neither Greek nor Jew, but Christ is all in 

all. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 12:13-21 

A person's life does not consist of possessions. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

In Chapter 12 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus instructs his 

disciples and the crowd on how to be ready for the 

coming judgment. A crowd of many thousands has 

gathered to hear Jesus. At first he speaks only to the 

disciples, reminding them that it is not persecution 

they should fear but the judgment that is coming for 

all who do not acknowledge the Son of Man. 

Suddenly a man in the crowd shouts out to Jesus, 

“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” He seems to have grown tired of Jesus 

speaking only to the disciples. Jesus offers the man 

no help. Instead he uses the question to teach what, 

in light of the coming judgment, life really consist 

of. 

Jesus tells the crowd a parable. A rich man's lands 

have yielded more crops than expected. His 

response is not to consider how he might share all 

the extra food with others but to wonder how he can 

possibly store it all. He has what he thinks is a 

brilliant idea: to tear down his present barns and 

build larger ones. Then he will have many things 

stored up for years of eating, drinking, and making 

merry. 

“You fool” is God's response to this man because 

that very night his life will be taken away. To whom 

will everything belong then, God asks. The rich 

man's world is small, just him and his possessions, 

and now he learns that he is to lose his life. What 

good are his possessions now? Jesus states the 

moral of the story. This is how it will be for 

everyone who stores up treasure for himself or 

herself but is not rich in what matters to God. 

Centuries later St. Gregory the Great taught that 

when we care for the needs of the poor, we are 

giving them what is theirs, not ours. We are not just 

performing works of mercy; we are paying a debt of 

justice. Life does not consist in possessions but in 

sharing what we possess with others. The goods of 

the earth have been given to everyone. 

Family Connection 

Family life helps us learn about the values of 

solidarity and the common good. As a family, we 

strive to respect the rights of each family member 

and make decisions that promote the common good 

of the family. Talk about what it would be like if the 

family ordered a pizza and then divided it unevenly, 

with some members getting as many pieces as they 

wanted while others got only a half slice. Talk about 

how you work to make sure that everyone in the 

family has his or her fair share. 

Talk about how your family is also a member of the 

human family, called to share the goods of creation 

fairly and justly. Explain that in this Sunday's 

Gospel, Jesus challenges us to remember that the 

goods of the world are intended to be shared by all. 

Read aloud Luke 12:13-21. Talk about the parable 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/ecclesiastes/ecclesiastes2.htm#v21


of the rich fool and ask family members to describe 

what they think he did wrong. Emphasize that 

although the man in the story doesn't seem bad, 

Jesus points out that this man's flaw was that he was 

thinking only about himself and his own comfort 

and security. Emphasize that when we fail to think 

about the needs of others, we call that a sin of 

omission. 

Remind your children that each time we go to Mass, 

we ask forgiveness for what we have done and for 

what we have failed to do. We call this prayer 

the Confiteor. End this time together by praying 

the Confiteor (“I confess to almighty God…”). 

www.loyolapress.com 

The Month of August is dedicated to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary 

 

                                                                                                         

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for AUGUST  

For mutual coexistence: Let us pray that societies 

where coexistence seems more difficult might not 

succumb to the temptation of confrontation for 

ethnic, political, religious or ideological reasons. 

Please note:  We will not have Coffee Sunday in 

July and August.  It will resume in September!  

Have a safe and enjoyable summer !  

Mount Forest Seniors Group 
Euchre, Double Euchre and lots of other games 
Wednesdays 1-3:30. At the Sportsplex. All seniors 
welcome. Guests pay $3.00! 
 

                          Contributions  

St. Mary of the Purification:  July 20 $1714; July 

27 $1208; Maintenance $40 

St. Peter Mission: July 27 $200 

St. Thomas Mission: July 27 $400 

Thank you for your continued donations. Your 
contributions are greatly appreciated as we seek 
to encourage all with God’s Love and Word 

 
 

 
 

FRASSATI LEADERSHIP PROGRAM Calling 

all those entering Grade 10 in September 2025! Are 

you looking to grow in your faith? Do you want to 

explore what it means to be a Catholic leader? The 

Frassati Leadership Program may be for you. Join 

us as we reflect on the foundations of Catholic 

leadership and foster opportunities for you to grow in 

your own faith and leadership skills. For more 

information and to register please visit: 

https://hamiltondiocese.com/office/pastoral-

offices/youth-ministry/frassati/  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION THROUGH 

VLCFF The Diocese of Hamilton is proud to partner 

with Dayton University’s Virtual Learning 

Community for Adult Faith Formation (VLCFF) to 

offer certificate programs for ministry and 

enrichment for adult faith formation.  We are 

currently taking enrollment for the Youth Ministry 

Certification Program and the Catechist Formation 

Program for the Diocese of Hamilton, which begins 

in September 2025.  Three and five week e-seminars 

are also available at a discounted rate for all adults in 

the Diocese looking to further their learning.  For 

more information about our programs, and how to 

register, visit us at www.hamiltondioceselearns.com 

YOUNG ADULTS NIGHT IN AUGUST Fr. Mark 

Morley invites all young adults (ages 20s and 30s) of our 

diocese to attend an evening of prayer, fellowship and 

praise music in support of your vocations.  The Young 

Adults Night includes a Holy Hour (6:30pm-7:30 pm), 

social with food (7:30pm-8:00pm), praise night with 

vocations testimony (8:00pm-9:00pm), and Compline 

(9:00pm) on Saturday, Aug. 2nd at St. Catherine of Siena 

Church (620 Rymal Road East, Hamilton, Ontario). 

Sponsored by the Vocations Office of the Diocese of 

Hamilton: https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/ For 

more information, please contact: 

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com 

YOUNG ADULTS NIGHT IN SEPTEMBER Young 

Adults Night – Hanover Fr. Mark Morley invites all 

young adults (ages 20s and 30s) of our diocese to attend 

an evening of prayer, fellowship and praise music in 

support of your vocations on Saturday, September 6th at 

Holy Family Parish (352 – 10th Avenue, Hanover, 

Ontario). The Young Adults Night will begin with a Holy 

Hour (7:00pm-8:00pm) in the church and will continue in 

the school with a social with food (8:00pm-8:30pm), 

praise night with vocations testimony (8:30pm-9:30pm), 

and Compline (9:30pm). Sponsored by the Vocations 

Office of the Diocese of Hamilton: 

https://hamiltondiocese.com/office/pastoral-offices/youth-ministry/frassati/
https://hamiltondiocese.com/office/pastoral-offices/youth-ministry/frassati/
http://www.hamiltondioceselearns.com/


https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/ For more 

information, please contact: 

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com 

            Diocesan Calendar- week of August 3rd 
                           “Pray to the Lord of the Harvest” 

Mon-Rev.Hayden 
Starczala 

Thu- Chancery Staff 

Tue-Rev. Gordian 
Okpuraka 

Fri- Rev. Robert H´etu 

Wed- The Transfiguration 
of the Lord 

Sat-Rev. Msgr.Dennis 
Noon 

 

                           
The Transfiguration of the Lord   

Feast Day August 6th 

 

The first three Gospels contain a number of 

passages that show Jesus’ divinity shining through 

his humanity. One of these is the passage on the 

Transfiguration. Some time before he died on the 

cross, Jesus took Peter, James, and John up a high 

mountain— probably Mount Tabor. There, while 

the apostles watched, Jesus’ face began to shine 

much more brightly than the sun. His garments 

became as white as snow. 

Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared, standing on 

each side of Jesus. The three of them talked together 

for a brief time about Jesus’ coming passion and 

death. Then Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it is good for 

us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 

dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah” (Matthew 17:4). 

 

While Peter was still speaking, a bright cloud 

gathered and covered the apostles with its shadow. 

Then the apostles heard a voice saying, “This is my 

Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen 

to him!” (Matthew 17:5). Peter, James, and John fell 

to the ground because they were so frightened. The 

next moment Jesus touched them and told them not 

to fear. When they looked up, there was no one in 

sight except Jesus, looking like his ordinary self. 

As they walked down the mountain, Jesus told the 

favored three to keep the whole experience a secret. 

They were permitted to tell others only after he had 

risen from the dead. Perhaps Jesus gave these 

apostles a glimpse of his divine identity in order to 

strengthen their faith in preparation for the ordeals 

of his coming passion and death. 

   

                        

The Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary 

Major                Feast Day August 5th 

When you hear the word church, what do you think 

of? Do you think of the priests and people of your 

own parish? Do you think of a Sunday morning 

when families of the parish gather to celebrate the 

Eucharistic liturgy? Do you picture a stately 

building with a round dome, pointed towers, and 

stained glass windows? The word church has a 

variety of meanings. 

Today’s feast focuses our attention on a church 

building, a basilica called St. Mary Major. Tradition 

says that in August 352 the Blessed Virgin Mary 

appeared to a wealthy nobleman in Rome. She 

asked that a church be built on the spot where he 

would find snow. On that summer day, snow did 

mysteriously appear and a church was built on the 

spot and dedicated to Our Lady of the Snows. 

Apart from the story, however, we know that a 

church was built on that spot in the fourth century 

and was rebuilt in 434. The church was also 

rededicated to Mary, the Mother of God. This title 

of Mary was protected by the ecumenical council of 

Ephesus. Today St. Mary Major is the largest 

church in the world dedicated to Our Lady. This 

church is called a patriarchal church, one where the 

pope officiates on certain occasions. There is a 

special altar in this church used by the Holy Father 

and by others with special permission. On a deeper 

level, this feast reminds us that Mary has been 

reverenced throughout the history of the Church as 

our Mother. As she foretold in her prayer, the 

Magnificat, “All generations will call me blessed” 

(Luke 1:48). 

 

https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/
mailto:vocations@hamiltondiocese.com

