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of the Purification Parish

‘We are delighted you could join us for today’s Mass

Please visit our website www.stmarymountforest.ca Tel: 519-323-1054
OFFICE HOURS: Closed Monday Open Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am - 1:30pm

Parish Staff

Pastor Rev. Michael Anderson, P.P.
Bookkeeper Annette Connolly
Secretary Dee Dee Eurig

Custodian  Virginia McComiskey
Music Dir.  Rick Wildeman

Organist Melissa Van Stavern
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St. Peter’s Mission
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manderson@hamiltondiocese.com
stmarybookkeeper@wightman.ca
stmarymtforest@wightman.ca

St. Thomas the Apostle
#5800 Hwy 89, Harriston NoG 1Zo

OUR LORD’S DAY
LITURGIES

SATURDAY
St. Mary: 4:00 pm Mass
St. Thomas: 5:30 pm Mass

SUNDAY
St. Mary: 9:00 am Mass
St. Peter: 11:00 am Mass

WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Please refer to page 2 of
the bulletin

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION:
Tuesday: 5:30 pm-6:30 pm or
by appointment. Kindly
contact the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Please notify
the Pastor at least 6 months
in advance.

SACRAMENT OF
BAPTISM:

Please contact the parish
office.

PASTORAL CARE
NEEDS:

Please contact the parish
office if you require:

- A priest to administer the
Sacrament of the sick (please
call at the onset of illness)

- Holy Communion to the
sick.

- Home, hospital and nursing
home visits.

FUNERAL:

When death of a loved one
occurs in the family, please
contact the parish office.

VOCATIONS &

RELIGIOUS LIFE: For
information or assistance, see
www.hamiltonvocations.com

DIOCESAN
NEWSLETTER: Visit the
Diocese of Hamilton to
subscribe to the online
diocesan newsletter visit
www.hamiltondiocese.com

PARISH SCHOOL.:

St. Mary Catholic School

Mount Forest

Building Character
Through Christ

390 Parkside Dr, Mt Forest 519-
323-2586
www.stmarymountforest.welling
toncdsb.ca

PARISH REQUESTS:
Keep love for your parish
alive in your Will &
expression of sympathy.

ADORATION: 1st Friday
every month after Mass. All
are welcome!

Please note: The deadline
Jor Bulletin submission is
Wednesday before noon.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Tue Oct7 7:00 pm T Intentions of Bob & Bonnie
Koechl Req’d by Tim Koechl

and T Intentions of the Kreps
Family Req by Florence and Bill Kreps
Wed Oct 8 9:00 am T Paul MacMillan Req’d by
Tom & Margaret Mary Tangney
Thu Oct9 9:00 am T Victor Ruffolo Req’d by The
Family
Fri Oct10 9:00 am T Katheryn Meyer Req’d by
Norm & Janet Freiburger
Sat Oct11 4:00 pm T People of the Parish
Sun Oct 12 9:00 am T People of the Parish
Lectors
Sat Oct11 Laura Cherrey
Sun Oct12 Colleen Dalla Costa
RECONCILIATION: Tue. evenings 5:30 — 6:30 pm
or by appointment, please call Fr. Mike at the
Parish office 519-323-1054 ext.7
ST.THOMAS, Harriston
Sat Oct11 5:30 pm T People of the Parish
ST. PETER’S, Ayton
Sun Oct 12 11:00 am T People of the Parish

This Sundays Reading:

First Reading

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4

The patience of the just man shall be rewarded
when he sees the vision fulfilled.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 95:1-2,6-7,8-9
Sing joyfully to God, our salvation.

Second Reading

2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14

Paul urges Timothy to remain strong in the Spirit of
faith Timothy received.

Gospel Reading

Luke 17:5-10

Jesus teaches the apostles the importance of faith
and service to God.

Background on the Gospel Reading

In today's Gospel we hear Jesus teach about faith
and service to God. The context is a continuing
dialogue between Jesus and his followers about
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. Jesus has

just finished an instruction on sin and forgiveness.
There are two related teachings that Jesus offers to
his disciples when they cry out for an increase in
faith. The first is the familiar reminder that faith,
even just a little, will enable the followers of Jesus
to do wondrous things. But this uplifting and
inspiring teaching is quickly followed by the second
teaching, a caution about knowing one's place in
God's plans. The disciples of Jesus are to
understand themselves as servants to God and his
plans. Even when God works wonders through us,
with our mustard seed-sized faith, we must not seek
praise. Our participation in God's plans is God's
grace to us—nothing more, nothing less. When we
are graced enough to cooperate with God, the work
we do is nothing more than our obligation to God as
faithful stewards. And yet, our faith enables us to
believe that what we have offered in service to God,
as his servants, can be made to produce a
hundredfold.

www.loyolapress.com/resources

Family Connection There is much in today's
Gospel that resonates in family life. In our daily
attempts as parents to live up to the confidence and
trust that our children place in us, we come to know
the wonders that God can do with just a little faith.
In family life we also learn about obligations that
are their own rewards. The daily tasks that family
members do for one another and for the household
are simply the manifestations of our responsibilities
to one another. Take a turn with each member of the
family and identify some of the little things that
each family member does that make a big difference
in your family life. Read today's Gospel, Luke 17:5-
10. Talk about how each person is called upon by
God to believe that God can work miracles in our
lives, that God can use us to make a difference in
our world. Together as a family, pray Saint Ignatius
of Loyola's Prayer of Generosity. Ask that God will
work through your family to make a difference in
the lives of those around you.

The Pope’s Praver Intention for October

For collaboration between different religious
traditions: Let us pray that believers in different
religious traditions might work together to defend
and promote peace, justice and human fraternity.

Contributions for September 28
St. Mary of the Purification: $1428
St. Peter Mission: $105
St. Thomas Mission: $250
Thank you for your continued donations. Your contributions
are greatly appreciated as we seek to encourage all with
God'’s Love and Word.
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i Join us every 15t & 3 Sunday of the
month after mass in the parish hall for coffee
and fellowship. All are welcome!

CWL
The next CWL meeting will be on October 14t
At 1:00 pm in the England Room. All ladies
Of the parish are welcome to attend.

DIoCESE or HAMILTON

Diocesan Calendar- week of October 5
“Pray to the Lord of the Harvest”

Mon- Rev. Luc Payette | Thu- Apostolate of the
Laity

Fri-Very Rev. Paul
Mathew Vellimoozhayil
Sat-Rev. Francisco
Sordo

Tue- Rev. Francis
Chibuzor Ahuekwe
Wed- Chaplains

NOVENA TO SAINT CARLO ACUTIS Join the
Office of Youth Ministry and young people around
the Diocese in praying the Novena to Saint Carlo
Acutis, towards his first feast day as a canonized
saint. The Novena is available to download by
visiting: https://bit.ly/3WaUTQx

PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH #172 As the
leaves change and the weather turns colder (and often
wetter!), we tend to spend more time indoors. This is
a perfect season for quality family time. Instead of
everyone being on social media and playing online
games, try an old-fashioned board game, working
together to put a puzzle together, having a family
book club, or watching a movie on TV together and
pausing now and then to discuss what is going on
and/or what might happen next. Interaction is the key
and when we do so we build bonds and relationships.
Children talk to us and tell us things when they are
ready, so the more time we spend together, the
greater the chance we will hear about their concerns,
joys, struggles and questions about the world. And
don’t forget, praying together each day and attending
Mass as a family, is another perfect way to bond.

MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH Marriage
Tip #152 October is the month in which we celebrate

Thanksgiving and a perfect time to stop and think
with gratitude about our relationship with our spouse.
An attitude of gratitude has the proven benefit of
having our brain find the good in any situation, so
what better way to see the positives your spouse
brings into your life than having an attitude of
gratitude for them. It is easy to focus on the
challenging moments but stop and contemplate what
is good. Tell your spouse in person, or in a
handwritten note. Think of all the moments you
share, your children, your shared home, your faith —
when you pause to focus on the good, there will be
so much to be thankful for, and you will feel greater
love for the one you love!

Diocesan Vocations Month - October 2025
Bishop Crosby has designated October as Diocesan
Vocations Month. Each Sunday your parish will
pray for vocations during Mass. You are also asked
to pray for vocations throughout the month. If you
know someone you think should consider a
particular vocation, such as marriage, priesthood,
consecrated life (religious life or consecrated
virginity lived in the world) or the permanent
diaconate, be sure to tell that person. Please pray for
the men and women of our diocese who are
discerning their vocations to marriage, priesthood,
the permanent diaconate, the dedicated single life,
and consecrated life, that is, as a consecrated virgin
living in the world, or as a religious priest, sister or
sister. Since it is also the month of Our Lady of the
Rosary, you are encouraged to offer the Rosary, in
particular, the Luminous Mysteries, for vocations.
For more information about praying for vocations,
visit: https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/pray-
for-vocations/ . Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of
the Rosary and Mother of VVocations, pray for us!

STRUGGLING IN YOUR MARRIAGE? FIND
HOPE WITH RETROUVAILLE - Retrouvaille is
a marriage program that helps couples who are
struggling to restore their marriage and rebuild a
loving relationship. Retrouvaille helps to improve
communication, build stronger marriages and aids
couples to reconnect. Join us for our upcoming
weekend Oct. 17 (evening), 18 and 19th because no
marriage is beyond hope.

For more information visit www.retrouvaille.org, or
email 1013r@helpourmarriage.org, or call 905-664-
5212.

FRASSATI LEADERSHIP PROGRAM- Calling
all those currently in Grade 10! Are you looking to
grow in your faith? Do you want to explore what it
means to be a Catholic leader? The Frassati
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Leadership Program may be for you. Join us as we
reflect on the foundations of Catholic leadership and
foster opportunities for you to grow in your own faith
and leadership skills. Registration for this year’s
cohort closes on October 24™! For more information
and to register please visit:
https://hamiltondiocese.com/office/pastoral-
offices/youth-ministry/frassati/
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SAINTS
STORIES

Our Lady of the Rosary Feast Day: October 7th

Many religions use beads to keep track of prayers.
Our Rosary, a circle of beads, is like a garland
offered to Mary because we pray a prayer on each
bead. This well-loved prayer has its roots in the 150
psalms. People who couldn’t read began praying
150 Hail Marys instead, the equivalent of three of
our modern rosaries covering the original three sets
of mysteries.

The story of the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is
an interesting one. In the 16th century Pope Pius V
was having trouble with the Ottoman Turks, who
were a real danger to Christianity. After months of
disagreements and bickering, he was able to unite
Spain, Venice, and the States of the Church in a
naval expedition to fight the Turks.

The two navies met in the Gulf of Lepanto in
Greece on October 7, 1571. On the same day, the
Rosary Confraternity of Rome was meeting at the
Dominican headquarters there. The group recited
the Rosary for the special intention of the Christians
at battle. The Christians defeated the Turks in a
spectacular victory and believed it was the
intercessory power of the Blessed Virgin that won
the victory. Pope Pius V dedicated the day as one of
thanksgiving to Our Lady of Victory. Pope Gregory
X111 later changed the name to the feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary. The story of the feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary focuses on the intercessory
power of Mary. It shows that when Christians are in
danger, they can go to Mary. And when an
individual is in pain, discouraged, or having trouble
accepting God’s will, he or she can also go to Mary.
She will pray to her Son for anyone who calls on
her. Anyone who prays to Mary no longer feels
alone because she prays with them and for them.
Mary encouraged praying the Rosary in her
apparitions. At Lourdes when she appeared to Saint

Bernadette, Mary had a Rosary. As Bernadette
prayed it, Mary joined in on the Glory Be prayers.
At Fatima Mary exhorted the three children who
saw her to pray the Rosary for peace.

The Rosary is a deep prayer because as we recite
the Our Father’s, Hail Mary’s, and Glory Be’s, we
meditate on the mysteries in the lives of Jesus and
Mary. No wonder it pleases Our Lady when we
pray the Rosary.

Fatima Degyer 4
atima Frayer
Glory Be
Fourglul:!f a:tl't:g Fatima Prayer
Third Mastcry
Our Father

Glory Be
A F3tma Prayer Glory 8e
Fifth Mystery Fatima Prayer >
Our Father Second Mystery
Qur Father

Hall Mary
{each small bead)

Hall, Holy Queen
Rosasy Prayer P»

Glory Be
Close w/Sign of the Cross

o Announce First Mystery
Our Father

o Three Haill Marys

< Our Father

Sign of the Cross
! ‘Apostlcs‘ Creed
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